LOKD   BELHAVEN'S  MISSION
party, he would not, as King of Scotland, be able to conquer England." Belhaven even promised to declare him at once, without waiting for William's death, if he would turn Protestant. The Queen made answer, that she " would never be the means of persuading her son to barter his hopes of Heaven for a crown ; neither could she believe that any reliance could be placed by others on the promises of a Prince who was willing to make such a sacrifice to his worldly interests/'
Belhaven expressed regret at her stiffness, and then asked on behalf of Hamilton and the confederate Lords, that if the Prince adhered to his religion, he should at least make a compact not to suffer more than a limited number of Romish priests in his kingdom, and engage to make no attempt to alter the established religion in either realm. This the Queen freely promised in the name of her son. Then his Lordship engaged in the name of his party to do all they could to oppose the English Parliament in the Act of the Hanoverian Succession.
The Queen's anxiety expresses itself in a letter to one of the Chaillot nuns, February I, 1702. UI am ashamed to tell you, that for several days I have slept less, and wept more, than I have done for some time. ... I beg for particular prayers, to obtain enlightenment from God on the business which we have at present on the tapis, and when it is put home to me, is likely to augment my troubles. This is for yourself alone. . . ."
In the course of subsequent interviews with Lord Belhaven, Mary Beatrice declared that neither her husband, her son, nor herself had ever entertained designs to the prejudice of the Church of England. All they desired was toleration for those of their own way of thinking, which, she added with some emotion, she considered was only reasonable. Belhaven begged her to let the Prince go to Scotland. He was only known by name, if he was once seen, the people would be ready to fight for his cause. But to this the Queen could not consent Her son was but thirteen years of age, and as his guardian, she declared that she felt herself responsible to the late King, his father, and also to the people of England, who would, she
359
1702
